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Dear Editor

Disasters can occur at any time and place and
affect the physical, psychological, and social aspects of
human life in different ways. Iran is on the list of top
10 countries worldwide with numerous disasters; out
of about 40 known natural and violent disasters in the
world, about 30 disasters occur in Iran. In addition to
its geographical, environmental, and natural resource
benefits, this land could be involved in perilous issues
that must be combated so that a good life could be
fulfilled. Although the risk cannot be utterly eliminated,
its level can be minimized. Crisis management is an
approach in which crisis prevention, intervention,
and response are essential since it can reduce the
destructive impact of crises, especially in schools, and
save students and ultimately the next generation (1).
According to the World Health Organization, at least
35 million people are displaced annually by disasters, at
least half of whom are children. Children with special
needs account for more than seven million of this
population while millions of more people in this group
are children with disabilities. These children are still
largely ignored. The American Children’s Association
defines children with special needs as those who have or
have had chronic physical, developmental, behavioral,
or emotional risk factors. Evidence suggests that this
segment of population is not yet involved in emergency
component planning. It is important to make sure of
the readiness of people with specific needs in terms of
disasters since they constitute a large proportion of the
population (2).

The impact of disasters on children is greater than
that on other people in a society. Children spend a
third of their daily time learning at schools (3). Schools
are a good place to effectively transfer information,
knowledge, and skills to the community and they can

provide opportunities to help children develop the
knowledge and skills needed to stay safe in case of
disasters. Therefore, developing strategies to support
schools in the field of creating a culture of disaster
prevention and raising public awareness is of particular
necessity (1).

The importance of this segment of a society is such
that the 10 principles of the United Nations Global
Strategy for Disaster Reduction, as well as the seven
goals of the new international framework, address
this issue and assess school safety and curriculum
development. Reducing the risk of disaster, promoting
and incorporating knowledge to minimize this risks,
and effects of disasters in school curricula at all levels
have been remarkably emphasized (4).

The best and most appropriate target community
for making changes in teaching style and attitudes
towards safety issues are children and students.
Certainly, educating and preparing students will
have a tremendous impact on the future safety of any
community. The role of children in creating resilience
and raising public awareness about disasters is pivotal
because children keep the lessons they learn in school
in their minds and pass them on to their families (5).

The best way to prepare children for disaster is
through teachers. Children, especially those with
physical and mental disabilities, are more vulnerable to
disasters. Support for this vulnerable group in schools
should be given serious consideration by policymakers
and officials (6).

Planning for the ongoing implementation of disaster
preparedness and risk-reducing programs, as a part
of school curriculum, helps to increase the awareness
of children, teachers, and their families about the
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School and disaster-resilient communities

potential dangers of the environment. The concept of
disaster management should be taught from an early
age so that youngsters understand the concepts of
safety education (7).

Structural and non-structural safety of educational
spaces is of great importance. Examining the current
situation and finding solutions to prevent crises
and increase school safety should be given serious
attention. Schools that implement comprehensive safety
management, as well as a safety assessment system that
supports disaster management in schools, will be able
to increase school resilience and effectively reduce the
risk of injury, death, and financial loss in the event of a
disaster (8).

Schools are vulnerable to disasters; children easily
panic if they are not trained concerning evacuation
drills, and they are difficult to manage in emergencies
and are at risk of death or injury. On the other hand,
children are less skilled in taking immediate action to
deal with fires and firefighting. Planning for training in
these cases should be done continuously (9).

Encouraging schools to promote and implement
risk-reducing programs and activities and developing
strategies for conducting risk assessments locally in
schools can minimize the impact of risks. Therefore,
regular school safety assessments will be achieved if all
partner organizations and stakeholders are involved
in bringing about innovative changes and activities in
schools. Hence, it is necessary to plan to assess the threats
to schools and take effective measures to sustain them.
Schools can be safe shelters suitable for disaster survivors,
in which case disaster-resistant schools can increase
community preparedness for appropriate responses.
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